
Our family has lived in Canada for the last four years after living in Ukraine and Poland. All 

we wanted was a safer place to live, with better opportunities. We originally moved from 

Ukraine due to the unsafe conditions of the Civil War, and I also received a work opportunity 

in Poland. It was great to meet all these new people, but the moment I had the chance to 

move to Canada, I took it. My family wanted to start a new life.  

However, there have been 

challenges from moving from 

place to place. Adjusting to new 

languages, cultures, and just the 

overall feel of a new place has 

been stressful. But after only a 

few years of living in Canada, our 

family feels more like ourselves 

than ever before. It will only get 

better once we move into our 

own house, thanks to Habitat Greater Ottawa. The pride of owning my own house is 

something I'm looking forward to – it’s been something I’ve wanted since I was ten years 

old. It’s something that will make us feel safer and more stable than ever before.  

Our current living conditions have become unsuitable for us. There’s mold, cockroaches, 

and noisy neighbours. We no longer feel safe. When we move into our new Habitat home, 

the overwhelming feeling of freedom and safety is something we can't wait for. Our hopes 

for the future are to be able to share this experience and let people know how amazing this 

organization is. We will forever be grateful for this opportunity.  


